
                     2015 Johnson City Hiking Schedule for April-May-June 

   Founded March of 1990 by Sam Lloyd  

 

 
Guests are welcome on all hikes, and at meetings.  We request that newcomers select hikes within 

their capabilities; if in doubt, please contact hike leaders for more information about terrain. 

Participation in club activities carries with it the obligation to hold the club and its representatives 

free of liability for individual safety. Please bring rain gear, food, plenty of water, gas money, and 

appropriate clothing on all hikes. No beverages containing alcohol are allowed on the hikes or at 

the trailheads, if you are involved in activity with the club. We are an alcohol free activity. We 

request that no pets be brought on hikes. Persons interested in joining the Johnson City Hikers 

Club and receiving the schedule should contact Faye Guinn at 753-4072 or 

wegonehiking@embarqmail.com, OR THE SCHEDULE IS  POSTED ON THE WEBSITE --- 

www.jchikers.org----CHECK THE  WEBSITE BEFORE EACK HIKE TO SEE IF THERE 

HAVE BEEN CHANGES TO THE HIKE. Hike leaders please send any changes to your hike to 

me to be sent to the e-mail list.  

 

     *Kroger 112 Sunset Dr, JC, TN 37604-- Brown’s Mill Road and North Roan—we meet at 

the upper end of their parking.  

   **Long John Silver’s 1903 S. Roan Street, JC, TN 37601—after you pass LJS make a left and 

come to the back of that parking area. 

***Meadowview Conference Center- 1901 Meadowview Parkway, Kingsport TN 37660, meets 

at entrance of parking lot closest to I-181 

****Jonesborough Post Office at 121 Boone Street 

***** McDonalds: 529 Jonesborough Rd, Erwin TN 37650, Erwin Linear Trail parking 

area directly across from McDonalds on N Industrial Rd/Willow Park Rd 
 

 

April-4 A 9.2 or a 14.2 mile moderate to strenuous hike on the AT from Camp Creek 

Bald to Jerry’s Cabin Shelter –in and out—or if you wish to hike on to Devils 

Fork Gap you must contact the leader. Since we start at Camp Creek Bald we 

will not have to climb too much, we are already high on the mountain.  After 

one mile a short side trip to the right leads to White Rock Cliffs with a great 

view into the NC mountains.  Soon after that a short side trip to the left leads to 

Black Stack Cliffs with wonderful views into TN. After passing through 

rhododendron thickets and forests we will reach Jerry Cabin Shelter for lunch 

before returning the way we came. Those who would like to continue to Devil's 

Fork Gap at 14.2 miles please call to make arrangements. This is a combined 

hike with the MAH Club. Leave Long John Silver’s at 8am.Leader James Price 

423-213-0042. 

April-11  A double header in the Smokies. A moderate hike of 7 to 10 miles. We begin 

by waiting for two cars to do a short car drop then start our day with a loop 

going in behind the Greenbrier ranger station, where we amble along Injun 

Creek and on to campsite # 32, connect with Grapeyard Ridge Trail and 

James Gap, where there is a rusting old steam engine, then out at Greenbrier 

Cove Road. While the cars are being shuttled to the Porters Creek Trailhead 

some of us will walk up the road or choose to wait for the cars---hiker’s 

choice. We will then hike in and out for another approximately 3 miles to 

Fern Branch Falls. Wildflowers should be in full bloom, in this part of the 

http://www.jchikers.org----check/


Smokies and our leader maintains the beautiful Porters Creek Trail. Leave the 

Jonesborough Post Office at 8am.Leader Joy Cook 423-913-2220 

April-18 Moderate 7 mile loop hike on Holston Mountain. We’ll hike up to the Holston 

Mountain fire tower, and then follow Holston Mountain Trail and Flint Mill 

Trail to Flint Rock for lunch. Flint Rock has great views of South Holston 

Lake, Holston Valley and Clinch Mountain. We’ll hike back on unused forest 

road 4202 (Flint Mill Gap Rd). Leave Long John Silver’s** at 9:00AM. If 

you have questions or want to be met at Food City in Elizabethton at 9:20, 

contact the leader Joel Zabel at 423-631-6385. 

April-25 An 8 to 10 mile hike [ a little more-a little less?] from Tenn. 91 to the Double 

Springs AT shelter and then take the Holston Mountain Trail south where we 

will go off trail [bushwhack] to two waterfalls. Leave Long John Silver’s at 

8am and meet the leader at Food City in Elizabethton at 8:15. Leader: Charles 

LaPorte 423-571-2736. 

May-2 Strenuous 6, 9, and 11 mile hikes on the AT from Hughes Gap up Roan 

Mountain and back. There is a nice overlook at Beartown Mountain for all 

hikers at 2.5 miles. The 6 mile hike is a climb of 1200' to Ash Gap & back. 

Ash Gap may be filled with blooming wildflowers if our timing is right. The 9 

mile hike is a climb of over 2300' to the Cloudland Hotel site. Hikers can 

choose that as a turn-around point, or can continue on the 2.4 mile round trip 

on the relatively flat trail to the Roan High Bluff (6267') overlook. Leave 

Long John Silver's at 8 AM. Call leader Joel Zabel at 423-631-6385 with 

questions or if you would like to meet at Food City in Elizabethton at 8:20. 

May-9 Strenuous 10.9 mile hike on the AT between Dennis Cove and Bitter End. 

This will be a key-swap hike and a joint hike with the MAH club. Leave Long 

John Silver's at 8 am, or to be met at Food City in Elizabethton at 8:20, call 

Joel Zabel at 423-631-6385. 

May-16 Moderate 9 miles (approx) in Bristol's city park adjacent to Rt. 11 where trails 

are typically easy with subdued elevation changes (well, not 100%). 

Wetlands, bridges, stream, cave, and other natural items will add to the variety 

as we hike Fox Trot, Bear Walk, Black Forest, White Top View, Deer Tail 

Chase, Turkey Traipse, and other trails. Leave Kroger on Brown's Mill Rd 

8:00 am. (Someone call me if you can bring the group to Bristol, exit 7). 

Leader: Marcia Pruner 276-889-5714. 

Friday, 

May -22 

thru 

May 25 

If any of you would like a overnight hike you can join the MAH club for one. 

Friday May 22 thru Monday May 25    A.T. Holston Mtn./Iron Mtn. 

Loop(overnighter) 

Hike:40 miles    Drive: 22.3 miles    Depart: Arby’s-6:30 PM 

Leader: Craig Haire    Contact: 737-0057; drdr.haire@charter.net 

Rating: moderate with some long distances 

The Memorial Day weekend allows a 4-day, 40-mile backpack trip, a  loop 

incorporating the Iron Mtn. and Appalachian Trails. Friday evening we hike a 

short distance from the south IMT trailhead to a small 

campsite. Saturday morning we’ll head north on the IMT, past the 

Shingletown access, to a spring for a 14-mile day. Sunday we go through 

Damascus and climb up the A.T. to the Abingdon Gap shelter for another 14 
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miles. Monday we proceed south to the Double Springs AT shelter and TN 

91, 11.3 miles. 

May-23 

 

An 8.5 mile strenuous hike on the AT from Sam’s Gap to Devil’s Fork Gap; 

we will arrange a keyswap the morning of the hike. Leave Long John 

Silver’s** at 8am. Leader Howard Guinn 423-753-4072 cell 423-741-7755 

May-30 A moderate to strenuous 8.5 mile hike on the AT between Carvers Gap and 

Hampton Creek Road. This will be a key-swap hike and a joint hike with the 

MAH club. Those starting on Hampton Creek Road will have over 3400' of 

climbing. Leave Long John Silver's at 8 am, or to be met at Food City in 

Elizabethton at 8:20, call Joel Zabel at 423-631-6385. 

June-6 

 

Strenuous 10.5 mile hike to the Channels on the 8 mile trail located 20 

minutes north of Abingdon, Va. on Clinch Mountain starting at Hidden Valley 

Lake.  At the old fire tower we will explore the rock formations of the Great 

Channels. These are 400-million-year-old sandstone outcroppings where 

water has eroded deep crevices or "channels” between massive boulders. The 

last 2.5 miles will be down hill to Hayters Gap.  Please notify the hike leader 

in advance if you will join the hike; we will be transported one way by a bus 

and a $5 donation is expected. Leave Kroger* at 8am. Leader: Marcia 

Pruner 276-889-5714.   

June-13 Moderate 9.8 mile A.T. hike from Cross Mountain on Rt.91 to McQueen’s 

Gap on USFS 69 above Shady Valley, Tn. We will pass Double Springs 

Shelter and cross Rt. 421. Leave Long John Silver’s** at 8 am. Call the hike 

leader if you want to meet in Elizabethton. Leader: Marcia Pruner 276-889-

5714; cell 276-614-5504 

June-20 Little Stoney Creek 4-wheel drive road, Holston Mt TN, Carter County ( FS  

Road 202A)3.5 mi one way, 7mi round trip, plus.  The addition can add up to 

1 or 2 mi more. 

Easy to moderate walk up a 4-wheel drive road following the valley formed 

by Little Stoney Creek to the top ridge of Holston Mt.  Of note: many stream 

crossings, approx. 8 to 10 one way, so you do the math.  Not a deep, (usually), 

creek but again many crossings. At the head of the trail we can proceed to the 

top ridge of Holston Mt, or connect with Griffith Branch Trail and circle to 

the top ridge of Holston Mt and back by a different leg to Little Stoney Creek.  

When we get there we will have many options and can decide. Leave Long 

John Silver’s at 8am and meet the leader in Elizabethton at Food City at 8:15. 

Leader Charles LaPorte  423-571-2736 

June-27 A 7 mile moderate hike from Houston Valley Campground to the 

Meadow Creek Observation tower and back. Leave the Jonesborough 

Post Office at 9am. Leader Howard Guinn 423-753-4072 

 Questions-----2732 Hwy 81-South-Jonesborough, Tenn. 37659---423-753-4072 

. 
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